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Safequard's Third Annual General
Meeting

Between 20 and 23 February 2024, partners from 25 institutions
across 15 countries gathered in Padua, Italy for Safeguard’s third
Annual General Meeting. The consortium members showcased
project results and discussed future actions towards sustainable
pollination and reversing the losses of wild pollinators across
Europe. Organised by the partner institution the University of
Padua, the four-day meeting was full of enlightening presentations,
fruitful discussions, and valuable workshops.

Learn more


https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/490165/emails/112977503927142199
https://www.safeguard.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/News/ViewNews.aspx?NewsId=118

Making results widely accessible: Safeguard stakeholder
summaries collection

Stakeholder Summaries
of key project publications

#SafeguardSummaries

% SAFEGUARD

Following our mission to protect European wild pollinators,
Safeguard has published an extensive amount of project
publications with great practical value. To make results more
understandable and easily available to stakeholders, Safeguard
issues a series of stakeholder summaries of key project
publications, outlining the background, main objective, results, and
take-home messages of each study. Starting in January 2024, the
summaries are shared individually each week in the Media center
of the website and as part of a new social media campaign

#SafeguardSummaries.

Safeguard’s Open Science
Collection featured on
CORDIS

The Community Research and
Development Information
Service (CORDIS) featured
Safeguard and the

project's open-access
collection of research

articles in the Research Ideas
and Outcomes (RIO) journal.

Learn more
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https://www.safeguard.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/News/ViewNews.aspx?NewsId=114
https://www.safeguard.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/News/ViewNews.aspx?NewsId=112

Evaluation of the Biodiversity Strategy to 2030

The Commission is due to publish in 2024 an assessment of the
progress in the implementation of the Biodiversity Strategy to
2030 - likely postponed until Q4 2024. It will also assess the
governance effectiveness (performance of the EU Biodiversity
Platform) and the alignment with the Global Biodiversity
Framework. The findings will feed into the Council conclusions
foreseen in June 2024 that will help define the priorities for the
next Commission. The Commission confirmed in a working group
meeting in November 2023 that there would be no mid-term
review of the Strategy, so this is likely to be a light touch
assessment.

Learn more here and here

EU Commission providing exemptions on land lying fallow
(CAP conditionality rules)

On 13 February, the Commission adopted a regulation which
grants a partial exemption for EU farmers from the conditionality
rule on land lying fallow (GAEC 8 in the Common Agricultural
Policy). The exemption will apply for one year until December
2024. Instead of keeping land fallow or keeping unproductive
features on 4% of their arable land, EU farmers growing nitrogen-



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240223IPR18078/nature-restoration-parliament-adopts-law-to-restore-20-of-eu-s-land-and-sea
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/6f30d1d2-d6f2-4c6e-a4dc-1feb66201929/library/da7540c2-eb9a-450f-ba36-64efdd61f04d/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/6f30d1d2-d6f2-4c6e-a4dc-1feb66201929/library/28bf4364-bb47-45e4-a83d-3000ccf837d4/details
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/speech-president-von-der-leyen-european-parliament-plenary-conclusions-european-council-meetings-2024-02-06_en
https://www.arc2020.eu/commission-to-scrap-eu-pesticide-reduction-plan-amid-pressure-from-farmers/

fixing crops (such as lentils, peas, or favas) and/or catch crops
without plant protection products on 4% of their arable land will be
considered as meeting the GAEC 8 requirement. Member States
can still choose not to allow the exemption for their farmers or to
put stricter conditions in it, as might happen in Germany which
advocated for a more ecological approach. Most probably, all
Member States will allow it and cut down the requirements on their
eco-schemes that pay for unproductive areas to take account of
the changed baseline.

Learn more

Events

This year's edition of the European Bee Award, which took place in
Brussels, Belgium on 29 November 2023, brought together several
bee- and pollinator-oriented projects and initiatives across Europe.
During the event organised by the European Landowners’
Organization (ELO) and the European Agricultural Industry
Association (CEMA), Safeguard showcased a diverse array of
materials and attendees gained comprehensive insights into the
project's mission, objectives, and actions through engaging
mediums such as a policy brief, a one-pager, and stickers.


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_24_781
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/agriculture-and-green-deal/strategic-dialogue-future-eu-agriculture_en

Read more

Safeguard outputs showcased in Budapest

On 31 January 2024, project partner Dr. Viktor Szigeti from the
HUN-REN Centre for Ecological Research held an educational
public presentation in Budapest, Hungary, sharing insights into
plant-pollinator relationships. During the presentation, Viktor
showcased results from a 2023 Safeguard study published in the
journal Urban Ecosystems, investigating the impact of rare mowing
and flower sowing on pollinators, floral resources, and vegetation
attributes in urban areas of Hungary.

Read more
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Safeguard 2023 highlights

SAFEGUARD

2023
HIGHLIGHTS

ONE YEAR CLOSER
TO A POLLINATOR-
FRIENDLY WORLD!

Find out what Safeguard has achieved in 2023 in our video
highlighting some of the project’s most notable accomplishments —
from published papers to attended and organised events.
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https://www.safeguard.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/News/ViewNews.aspx?NewsId=110
https://www.safeguard.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/News/ViewNews.aspx?NewsId=116
https://youtu.be/nsMZjsBtBsY?si=ebyizdFXg9wbqcnX

#FollowUs
on X

@Safeguard2021

4 Following

Safeguard
@Safeguard2021 Follows you

Safeguard is a newly funded #H2020 project which aims to expand current
assessments of the status & trends of #European wild #pollinators (GA No.
101003476). &
@ safeguard.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de Joined August 2021
Fo | | OW 318 Following 393 Followers

Did someone forward you this newsletter? Subscribe to
Safeguard's newsletter via the button below and don’t miss out on
project’s updates.
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SAFEGUARD

Safeguarding European
wild pollinators
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